Running head: POETRY                                                                                                            1

POETRY                                                                                                                                    2







Poetry
Student’s Name
Instructor’s Name
Date


Poetry
Question 1
Toni Morrison, in the poem 'Recititaf' describes the life experiences of two characters named Twyla while the other is Roberta. Morrison insists that one of the characters is black while the other is white but does not identify who is black and who is white. I think she does this to avoid racism because the audience would have judged the story before it ends. For example, they would conclude that the white one lived a happy life while the black suffered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lack of identification makes the audience suspicious, thus attracting them to read the whole poem. The style brings a difference to the meaning of the story, where the readers focus on the storyline other than the race. As a reader, I find myself looking for clues to identify the black character and the white. I feel that if I knew the races, I would understand the narration better as I would compare how the races are treated in contemporary society.
Question 2
Alice Walker's narration involves a mother and two daughters, Dee and Maggie. The daughters were different were Dee was educated and independent, living the life of a modern girl while Maggie's focus was on continuing with their traditions. The mother had two quilts, which are traditionally significant, where deceased pieces of cloths are put together in particular patterns for remembrance. The mother decided to offer the two quilts to Maggie, which annoyed Dee.
In my opinion, the action was right because Maggie would take care of the quilts and apply them in everyday use. Even though Dee wanted the quilts, the intentions were harmful as the character tried to destroy them. She lacked information regarding their culture and thus would not preserve them. For the sake of tradition, which should be passed from one generation to the other, the mother made the right choice. Though the action seems discriminating, it was the right choice because it was necessary to ensure traditions continuity for remembrance of the dead.
Question 3
Ralph Ellison's 'battle royal' story, both sexuality and violence aspects, are noted. The author includes materials that are likely to offend most of the readers. I think the writer includes the materials to show how wrong racial based discrimination is, yet it is practiced in society. For example, black people are invited to the ballroom where illegal activities are conducted. Since the exercise involves violence, most of them try to escape, but they lack the means. Such annoying scenes are meant to convince the audience that blacks suffer. According to Ellison, making the audience angry would push them to ensure fairness in the nation, thus solving the discrimination issue.
